Cryptococcus neoformans var. neoformans is an encapsulated yeast that ranks as the fourth most common opportunistic infection in patients with AIDS in the United States (9) . With the development and availability of latex agglutination (LA) assays utilizing anticryptococcal globulin-coated particles to detect C. neoformans capsular polysaccharide antigen (CAg) in serum and cerebrospinal fluid (CSF), the diagnosis of cryptococcosis became rapid, more sensitive and specific, and more reliable. However, nonspecific interference has been demonstrated with these latex assays. False-positive reactions due to the presence of rheumatoid factor (RF) (1, 7) and other macroglobulins in serum from patients with rheumatoid arthritis, systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE), sarcoidosis, and other conditions have been reported. False-negative reactions occur because of prozone effects seen during CAg excess (10) or because of the masking of CAg by unknown nonspecific proteins (6) . These nonspecific reactions are eliminated by pretreatment of sera with pronase and/or by dilution of the specimen (5, 6, 11) . Contamination of CSF samples with syneresis fluid condensation (SF) from the surface of agar has also been shown to be a cause of false positivity (2) . Other false-positive reactions are known to occur because of crossreactivity of an antigen of Trichosporon beigelii with CAg in those patients with disseminated Ttichosporon infection (8 on the performance of the CALAS and PREMIER EIA. CSF specimens from 10 patients were divided into six aliquots of 1 ml each. Initially, one aliquot was tested directly, one was heated for 3 min at 100°C and then tested, and one was tested after being treated with pronase for 15 min at 56°C and then heated for 5 min in a 100°C sand bath to inactivate the pronase. One hundred microliters of SF was then added to each of the remaining three aliquots, and the aliquots were treated in the same manner as described above. Prior to the addition of SF to the CSF, both the CALAS and the PREMIER EIA gave negative results for all 10 
